STUDIES  IN  A   DYING   CULTURE
falsehood and unreality of the attitude which settled
its delivery.
Shaw read Marx early in life, and he was given
therefore the alternative of being a dangerous revolu-
tionary instead of a popular reformist who would
dream of a world saved by a converted middle-class.
He decided that although Marx had shown him the
shame and falsities of bourgeois life, he would refuse
to recognise the necessity for the overthrow of this
decaying class by the class of the future. From that
moment Shaw was divided against himself.
This decision is explained by his personal history.
Born into a middle-class family that had fallen from
affluence and social position to embarrassment, the
ambitious young Shaw, impressed from childhood
with the necessity for retrieving the former Shavian
status, came to London to gain success. Here he
existed for a time by writing, as poor as any worker.
But thanks to the possession of a dress-suit and a gift
for playing on the piano, he was still able to mix in
refined Kensington circles. Faced with proletarianisa-
tion, he clung to the bourgeois class. In the same
way, faced "with the problem of ideological prole-
tarianisation in his reading of Marx, he resisted it,
and adhered to Fabianism, with its bourgeois traditions
and its social respectability.
This problem and his answer to it, decided his
ideology and also his art. His knowledge of Marx
enabled him to attack destructively all bourgeois institu-
tions. But he was never able to give any answer to